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Inquiry-based Learning and Use of the IB Learner Profile in
an EFL Class with Biographical Texts
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Abstract

This paper reports a case study of an EFL lesson at a Japanese high school, which
incorporates inquiry questions and the IB learner profile as a means to deepen students’
understanding of the people described in biographical texts. The lesson was also
intended to help students view themselves in the light of what they have learned about
the persons described in those texts. For students to be able to analyze the figure in the
biography and reflect on themselves, the instructor’s questions and some criteria for
analysis and reflection were considered an essential part of the lesson. The instructor
generated three inquiry questions for the lesson based on the seven principles mentioned
by McTighe & Wiggins (2013). Students analyzed and evaluated the strength and the
uniqueness of the people focused on in the texts using IB Learner Profile (IBO, 2014).
They also used the same criteria for reflecting on themselves after studying the
biographical texts. In this paper, the background to the lesson design, the lesson

procedure, and the comments produced by students are reported.
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1. What kind of person are you?

2. What kind of person is needed for the world?

3. What kind of person do you want to be?
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3.1.1 What kind of person are you?
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1.“What kind of person are you?”
Describe yourself in one word Give the reason.
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3.1.2 What kind of person is needed for the world?
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‘ 10 attributes needed for the 21st century

Open-Minded Inqulrer(s) Prlnupled Thinker(s) Caring

Balanced / Reflective A §
Knowledgeable Risk taker(s) Communicator(s)

1. Knowledgeable - I know and want to know about the world near and far.

2. Balanced - I can take care of my mind, body, and feelings.

3. Risk taker(s) - I am brave and courageous. I explore new rules, ideas, and
strategies.

4. Caring - I show sensitivity towards the needs and feelings of others.

5. Thinker(s) - I apply my thinking skills critically and creatively to make good
decisions and to solve hard problems.

6. Principled - I am honest, fair, respectful, and responsible.

7. Open-Minded - 1 appreciate my culture and the views, values, and traditions of
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other individuals and cultures.

8. Inquirer(s) - Iam curious. I ask questions. I love to learn.
9. Communicator(s) - I can share and receive ideas and information in more than
one way.

10. Reflective - 1 think about my own learning. I think about my strengths and

weaknesses In a constructive manner.

3.1.3 What kind of person do you want to be?

ZOFREDOBWIZE L T, AXZHAKDSTZHLIZWHTEZLTHDH I &V I HiE
& L7c ECHERFRRY BTz, £72, 206 FEH LT < AMIT 10 DR E D Sz 58
KFFoTWVEMNERRDBLHL X O IR LT,

3.2 HHEAXDEE (168MH)

AT TR _72 8 AD 1 &2 F T, 2 AN ITEREFEORLOFEH 21To72, =
B DOCROWN I 75 HARIZEB W TFood Bank % #% 37 L 72 Second Harvest Japan®
Charles McJiltom &, CROWNI 7 & [Eii 72 X BRI CIERE LZEMOBEFAF+RKDO L v
AV EBAT, ENERSKERIT S, WA D U7V v 7 ETiTolz,

33 TMODEBEBRIZFALLERYRY (185/E)

ENENDONIO L v APk olzZ A I 7T, TM0OOFEEMR] ZFHLIZIEY
WY EITo7z, BRI, TOAH, 100FEHE B O EFUTFFITEILTW D A
AT THDL, TNEFNLUTO LI RERN T, RICA®HTRUTA K
— U —%HATYH, TNETEEVERLNA T Z &3 e THREBKREN, #, FEHFDOa R
VEEBREXOEFERLRLTNDD, FEHRBRAENH LN T TRIAZ 20N,

Mediltom FiZxt L T

® He is a communicator to contact people with the food. He is caring to help
other people.

® He is caring because he once lived with homeless person in order to learn and
share their perspectives.

® He is a thinker and also principled, he believes in people and have enough
ability to think how to solve the unfair of the world.

® In my opinion, he is caring and reflective. First, the reason why I think that
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he is caring, he has compassion of homeless or poor people. Second, he found
something missing in himself that he had “head knowledge” about homelessness,

but don’t have “heart knowledge.” So, I think that he is reflective.

KantoEIZxt L C

She is knowledgeable and caring. She helps people and thinks about all of
their patients. She is also interested in many different cultures. That is why
she joined MSF.

She is caring to help other people. She is principled to (be) fair (to) people all
in the world such (as) African boys.

She is a risk taker and principled. Because she went to the field where fighting
was going on to help sick people.

She i1s a risk-taker. Always she was not satisfied with success on the situation
and she wanted to challenge something and actually took action.

She has a side of risk taker because she went to dangerous areas to save people.
She has another side of knowledgeable. She always wanted to know many

things, and she wanted progress.
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“What kind of person do you want to be?” & v 5 BV M%7 5 A /ED K&

I want to be caring because I want to help person who is facing difficult problems.

I want to be balanced. I always want to control my mind and body since that.

Also, I want to be reflective. I think that we can learn from the past so much.

We should learn to survive in the future.

I want to be open-minded and communicator. Because I want to be a person

who can be considerable of others and tell my opinion to others.

I want to become a person caring and reflective. Because kindness is

necessary to make a good relationship with others and it is important to think back

on the things.
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® [ want to be a person balanced. Because I am too shy, too sensitive, and so on.

So I want to keep my mind positive and happy. Moreover, I want to be a

communicator. I want to get more skills of English, and communicate with the

people all over the world.

® [ want to be a balanced person and a risk-taker. Why I think so is that I'm

sometimes lack of confidence and remain the state when a bad thing happen.

Because of this, I occasionally lose my passion about things that I'm being engaged

in. On the other hand, when I'm doing well, I can be confident in what I'm

doing....(FARIIREHIC L D)
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